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It is u*idely supposed the Kosa Pan played two important roles
in Thai history, namely that he was an ancestor of the Chakri Dynastv,

“and that he went as ambassador to France in the 17‘“*‘ century

-The suggestions that he was an ancestor of the Chakn Dynaaty was ﬁrat

‘made in documents dating only from the reigns of Kings Mongkut and
' Chulalongkom (the 4" and 5™ K:ngb of the dy nasty) It therefﬁre awaits
_more &wdence

o His mle as Siamese ambassador to the court of ng Louis XIV 15

recorded in numerous sources.
The Siamese-French relationship began in a clear and ntlalghtforward_ |
manner with the arrival of the Father Lambert de 1a Motte at Ayutthaya
in 1662. King Narai granted the French missionary freedom to

_proselytize, prompting the French monarch to harbour great hopes for
27 Frfanch influence in the East. -

Thus began a murky series of misunderstandings and diplomatic

X ‘__'_manmeuvres designed to convert the Siamese King to Chnsuamt? and
_gain control of strategic places like Bangkok and Mergui, wu;h the
-"ultlmme aim of takmg over the whole kingdom. |

‘The Smmese court at first welcomed these overtures as a means of
: pmmmmg mtematmnal trade, increasing revenue, and ﬂ:}rgmg relations
with a great power, thus enhancing Sl&mm prestige wuh its 1'1&1ghbcmrs

and dmcourgmg mternal du;sent

S However as the years passed, this noble begmmng determrated as
| -’-.-'-_'mjﬂ%mnaries dlplomats and others pmwd&d the Frt,nch court w;th



_ conflicting information, and the French became increasing aggressive
in .their"-demaﬂdﬁ, _l‘ead.in-g- to 'a-r;'ug-ly confrontation. |

Dlplﬂmatlc exchanges led to a French military presence, and then to a
7 secret plot to conquer Siam.

Thi‘ﬁ aggressive policy worked well at first, due to the machinations of
Constantine Phaulkon, a Western adventurer who had found favourar = o
the Siamese court and acred as France’s secret agent, smmthlng she /% e
- way while at the same time seeking this own advantage from the French o
5 endeavors. However a number of Stames&, 1ead by luddlmst monks and
* a senior courtier, Phra Pht.tracha, were aware of what: was g::ung on:So

~ when ng Narm bec.ame 100 111 to govem, they unlted to oppase the:
plot. 7S '

“Earlier Stame&e embassms to Franc& fatled One in 1681 was 1ost: at bﬂ‘& '

: and anoth&r in 1682'-84 pmved tneffcctual

'Signs af Fram:e g aggreamve thm became appamm in 1685 when the
S embassy led by the chevalier de Chaumont arrived in Siam to demand

King Narai’s immediate convention to Christianity. He further

' demanded that the audience be conducted without reference to Siamese

court etiguette in order to emphasize the dlgmt’y of Francﬂ as a
- rﬁpresentatwe Of a Superior cwﬂrratmn

The zmtial Siamese response was to cemply, to a large extent, in order

~ to make the best of a bad situation. King Narai himself complied in

matters of etiquette, but when it came to appointing a retum mission in. B

response to the French embassy, he took pains to select as Siamese'

.ﬂﬁ?ﬂhﬁh n’-‘ :




e R basmdm 4 man of. E;f{_.at expermnce, broad {:ulturf: and greates,t =
iRl _;__--,_,._5__‘_;;m*:umspec:ticm. This was Kosd Pa&, who lead the Siamese miﬂsmn?
B i e "departmg in December 1685 and arrw mg in Ft“amm in ]imi‘- 1635 |

hggher mt«eihgeme than thme of earlier

e "“"""'-'-:;';“letx:er! éheywere st en

~ Fren rmrds s{ﬂte that the mﬂmbers Qf thiS e:mbassy were t»:)f a more

ns. Furthe tmore theiir duries were not confined to conveying theroyal
j,%ered t@d{sauss marters of state with the French

S ‘authorities. Kosa Pan mad& it c:iﬁar to the Fte:m..h tha_%: S;am was mﬂmppy S

mth France s aggrasswe attltude tn refigm anci m:hf'_;'f____ mattfm

=1

| At its fu‘:-,t audlence wrth ng Lmn% XIV, h& Stameae @mba’-’q'ﬁ"_--i'

f'.,.eapprrjac,h?d the throne with deep prostrations i aceordance with .

~  Siamese court etiquetre. Many at the French court wete impressed by

~ the solemnity and dignity of this act, but it also confirmed misunders

et -'standmg as it seemed thar the Siamese were kowtowing in acmptance e

v 2% of the French kmg as thﬂlr emp;,mr Thus the ageressive pohcy rece wed‘fm' =
G 'further impetﬁs. 550 e i | g

i The ne'xt Freneh embaaay to 513!!11 iead by Mc:m feur dt‘: la Lnubérn andi S

o L Manmeur Céberer came to requ&at the right to station French troopsat
s "-‘ji-'-_f___-Bangkak and Mergu i -The mission was acmmp:amed by a large numbwsf e
G & tm@ps for this Purpﬂsei th::rugh their : anmunueﬂ intention was to be?i._' LS

-of service to the Siamese king. The mission was also accompanied by
© Father Tuchard who had been empowered to negotiate S&Ctt:th? w1th ;
s Phaulkﬂn f&r the: mccess f.}i' the pi{}t to take mrer Siam s

o ";.'j"Tlus rmssmn Whiﬂh brﬂuﬁht Kosa Pan hame:, alrivf:d in Slam in Julf -

“ X687, again demandmg special treatment as representative oban v

, 'asimnced nam@n oa b&tkward one. Furthermﬁm, t:he French trmps; inen
L f__;.--'.'iff_%fjfj_':_Statli;)ﬁﬁt‘i at Mer;_m by Piaauikm beehaved ina h:gh handad manntr, e
R e ’iﬂ,a.ging aﬂ they plﬁﬂ;&ﬁd | " 4

is Tyt & .I '_.
e

S ‘:-----.rj';‘g't‘it thls int Stﬁiﬂt’:‘ie Patmnf..e had bftf..t';}me Stifﬁine& to the extreme.'_ P g

_ - King Narai was losing faith in Phaulktm, and had
ey Shga .j_'_gﬂvem Thtis those who appmﬂd the French t’me at came 1o, the fﬂfﬂ

FiTe hecome too lto

% They im:lud&d Phrd Phetracha and his son, and K@sa F"aﬁ all_ S

ni t‘i} 4;:10 away w;th Pbauimm, the fii'th a,mummmt Seaih

1 r n.._',_.'"-. A
oy
[ o



o Thev tE6réf£1ré:- had Ph'a u'fkﬁan'ex'é{iﬂted' then pr't:,%ented thé French with
- an ultimatum:- either to respect Siamese sovereignty or to withdraw,
-~ witha guarantee that their retrear would be facilitated by the Siamese.
&R At thlb pc»mt King yNarai expired, giving the antt-French facticm a free hand e

R --:i’a ‘%mmese approach was wise and cautions, aiming to’ minimize

violence and offence as it was realized that, if pushed too far, the French -

< .‘-_mtght retahate with even greatest force.

S L_-The Slame’se therefare bmught gr&xiual pressure to bear, taking hostages

~ as bargaining chips and making it clear that the conflict was strictly

.~ between Siam and those Frenah who, under the mﬂuenae of Phaulkon,
R I--iwmhed her ill. Other French who ha@l not been pa:rts; to the plot {(as well
as 0ther Westerners reatdent in Sla,m\ wa:re innc)r..enl: and might
e ;therefrsare continue to hve: and trade here unmnlesteci |

Lafaae 'Thus the ememy was d:wded .:md the aggr&ssm*s reduceel oa smgle 24
L mcalared partv s - | s s

The: comander E}f the Frenc:h Troc:ps Desfarges, determm&d to save S
v what was left of the situation, set up his forces in the fort at Bangkok Yo
ol ﬁght off the Siamese. However, he found himself besieged and after four .

. months, with no hope of resupply or relief, decided to retreat to his base

oAy Pondicheny in South India. The Siamese famhtated the prowsmmng |

Siat hls shlps and all@wed a safe departurfﬂ

: waw*@:r,_ th_.e ;m_le ()f Kosa pan .in: fhesé eve-rtt's; 18 l‘it_tle kﬂown.

RS ?hm Phetracha and Kf:;sa Pan putan end to French ambltiom in Siam
through negotiation, compromise and the ]udac:10u~s use of force.
Furthermore, Kosa Pan took pains to make clear to the Frem,h-

_ authorities why Siam opposed them. To explam the nghtemusnesq {}f
- the Siamese cause he pointed out thar:- SR -
i _-* The French had conspired with Phaulkon to take Mergut T
.- The French forces ar Bangkc}k dﬂ{i Mergm had ﬁl treated the
~ Siamese popu!atmn i _
=:Fhe Ptench foru_a had dtsregarded Stamese sovermgntv

s gwm ax 5




He dzd not Im,ntmn other sources of Siamese discontent, perhaps
because xhev wetf—: not perfect evidence for Siam’s case.

S Kﬁﬁa me s effcnts to create mutual understanding seem to have been
! &m ul to some extent as the conflict did not deteriorate into an
"3 ttESoluble situation. Bur other factors contributed to the solution, for
. instance, the fact that France was at war with her neighbors in Europe.

Kosa Pan’s significant role in these events is little known, perhaps
because modern historians have tended to play down the bitterness of
that conflict as “unconstructive’. An example is the work of Brother
E Hilaire WhICh has become a classic.

PR S Bmthﬁr Hllaire {(a missmnary of the Bl‘O'{'hﬁ‘.l'b of St. Gabr:el) wrote
~ extensively in Thai in praise of the French role here, portraying Phaulkon
R R s tragic hero, in contrast to Thai sources which show him in a much
- less favorable light. The popular impression is thus that while King Narai
- promoted a progressive: re:iatt@nship with France and the West, his
benighted SUCCessors destroyed that telauamhxp This misunderstanding
has become part of the school t:u‘rr,iculum, _and Kosa Pan has almost
'dmappeared ’Er{am Thal hlsmrv S

BT Dl "I‘Ilstnrians ﬂf all nat:onahties might like to consider Siamese remple
. murals datmg from the late Ayutthaya and early Bangkok periods. In
L s scenes of the Buddha’s vic tory over Mara the demonic forces indudé
- Westerners in the elegant costume of the 17 century. They were not |
- perceived as enlightened liberators; on the contrary they were seen as
fearful threats to civilized order. '

‘This view may reﬂﬂct the Slamece experience in the I?ﬂ‘ centur? when
King Narai at first welcomed the French as 2 beneficent new mﬂuence,
. anhw to meet wn:h greed and aggreaston

| To the French Kosa Pan ma}f have seemed ungrateful as, having received
N the favour of Louis XIV he returned to Stam 0 turn against the French

In contrast, the Siamege %hc}uld reﬂogmze bt as {)ne who upheld blam S
honour at mtemational level and workt_d to preserv& its sovere 1;,;3:1113,

%mz[u rwfnmwnuﬂ'u U @O -




This extraordinary series of events is almost incredible: how the rela-
tionship between France and Siam which began so promisingly in 1662
deteriorated into raw confrontation, and how the confrontation was
resolved with minimal damage to both parties. It has also been wildly
mmundcrstomd and misrepresented ' |

Though the crisis was resolved and the worst scenatio averted, it was
also a tragedy. Many of the returning French perished before reaching
- their homeland; Kosa Pan, the wise and skilful negotiator, later fell from |

favour and, accused of treason, committed suicide.

Might this small piece of history be an example for us today concerning
the relationships between great powers and smaller nations? Must greed
and aggression prevail? Or may wisdom and compromise lead to imper-
fect but happier outcomes?

Phurhorn Bhumadhon
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