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MESSAGE FROM DIRECTOR OF
NATIONAL DISCOVERY MUSEUM INSTITUTE

“Huay” means lottery in Thai, and the origin
of the word dates back to the reign of King Rama
IIl, when a Chinese merchant named Hong was
authorized by the King to set up a lottery house
where Siamese people could come and try their
Luck. At the time, the economy was not doing so
well, and people did not want to spend money,
which meant limited cash flow in the system.

It was known as Huay Kor Khor, as Thai
Lletters were used in this type of gambling game.
The revenue from Huay Kor Khor was huge, which
helped boost the Siamese economy and continued
to circulate in the country’s economic system
until it was called off in King Rama VI’s era.

In 1874, King Rama V allowed Louis Alabaster
to introduce a new gambling game using numbers
similar to in the UK. The purpose was to raise

funds to support the merchants who showcased
their goods at the launch of the museum at
Concordia Building. After that, there were
occasional lottery fundraising activities, and
eventually the lottery became a bimonthly activity.

The purpose of RANDOM LUCKY STORY
exhibition is to explore Thai society through the
lottery culture. The exhibition talks about the
origin of huay and the lottery, as well as the
mechanism behind them, dealers, and the former
Lottery giants who controlled the lottery market
and played a significant role in the selling of
lottery tickets. You can also learn about lottery
vendors, as this exhibition takes you to see how
small vendors get the tickets, how they sell them,
and how they travel in their everyday life. You
will also see ways of life in the Thai society, beliefs
and superstitions surrounding the Lottery, ghosts,
monks, divine beings, and supernatural powers.

Museum Siam, National Discovery Museum
Institute, would like to thank the Government
Lottery Office, the Thai National Memorial,
Sunaree Ratchasima, Apaporn Nakhonsawan,
Thanawan Sakulchua, Boonnan Phaibun, and
Chusak Warakkakul for the items on display,
information, assistance and useful knowledge for
the general public to learn from.

Mr. Rames Promyen

Director of National Discovery Museum Institute
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Lottery phenomenon

Lottery is more than just testing your luck -
it’s a nationwide phenomenon that connects over
a third of Thais. Even those who have never bought
a lottery ticket must have been inevitably exposed
to the excitement that it brings, the atmosphere
it emits, or the headlines that it’s made.

You might not have ever won any prize from
your lottery ticket, but perhaps these words
appeal to you somehow. That’s because the lottery
culture binds us together through hope, faith,
beliefs, a quest for what the future may hold, or
what we call the social structure.

So, which of these words resonate with you
the most?

Test of luck “I've learned my lessan, until next time.”
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“When it comes to the lottery, winning is a rarity, losing is a norm.”

“HaHiHaE NI NEIH'.".IEEIT"-I'II-I'II-i'IﬁHElli'.I"
“Feast like a king in the morning, left with nothing
but instant noodles after lottery announcement.”

UNLTILASIY WINUIUTI8HIN

A beauty in the morning, a millionaire in the afternoon.
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The lottery was a new method of playing with fate.
King Rama IV asked Henry Alabaster to come up with
prizes in order to raise funds from merchants who
displayed their goods at the museum in the Concordia
Building in the Grand Palace. However, the lottery
wasn’t popular at the time. King Rama VI eventually
stopped Huay Kor Khor, and issued Million Baht Wild
Tiger Corps Lottery to raise funds to support the Wild
Tiger Corps in purchasing firearms. It was an
overwhelming success.

In 1835 - 1939

From burying money underground to multi-mitlion

baht Llottery prizes

Thai people started buying lottery tickets because
of the economic hardship. People would normally bury
their money underground and there was little cash
flow in the system. In 1835, King Rama Il appointed
Hong, a Chinese taxman, to come up with a lottery
system to attract people to unearth their money and
spend it on the lottery. It was called Huay Kor Khor
at the time, and the palace was able to draw money
into the economic system. The lottery business
flourished, but the people became poorer and there
were many social issues. There were ongoing attempts
to end Huay Kor Khor, but it was not terminated until
in the reign of King Rama VI.
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Raising funds by issuing Lottery tickets have gone
through many changes in format, and eventually
became the government lottery which generates a
huge amount of income for the government.

What started out as money buried underground
has become a multi-million baht business today.
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In 1939

The government of Field Marshal
Plaek Phibunsongkhram resolved that
the municipality lottery would be
transferred from the Ministry of
Interior to the Ministry of Finance. On
April 5, 1939, was considered the

founding day of the Government
Lottery Office.
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In 1956

Field Marshal Plaek
Phibunsongkhram presided over
the inauguration of the signage of the
first Government Lottery Office
building at 3 Ratchadamnoen Klang
Road, Talad Yod, Phra Nakhon,
Bangkok, after several years of using
the City Hall as its office.

(Later, the office was burned and
demolished in the October 1973 mass
uprising.)
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In 1974

The cabinet proposed a draft of
the Government Lottery Office Act to
the National Legislative Assembly and
it was passed as a law. It was enacted
on September 11, 1974, with the
King’s royal signature. Thus, the
Government Lottery Office was
recognized as a state enterprise with
a legal identity, belonging to the
Ministry of Finance.
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In 1976

Since the October 16 draw date,
the frequency of the lottery prize
drawing was changed to twice a
month, on the 1st and 16th of each

month.
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In 1994

The Government Lottery Office
changed the charity lottery tickets
from seven digits to six digits, and
there were also other cause-based
lottery tickets. And the series was
changed from using Thai letters to
01, 02, 03, and so on, and the price
was changed to 40 baht each.
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In 2013

The Government Lottery Office
came up with special lottery tickets
for 3-digit and 2-digit prizes to solve
the issue of underground lottery and
gambling, as well as to generate
income for the country for further
development. The project started on
August 1, 2003 and ended on
November 16, 2006, 80 rounds in
total. The project came to an end
because of the coup in 2006.
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In 2012

In September 2012, during
Yingluck Shinawatra’s government,
the Government Lottery Office was
relocated from Ratchadamnoen Klang
Road to a new location in Sanambin
Nam in Nonthaburi province.
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In 2014

The Government Lottery Office
and the coup in 2014

On May 22, 2014, a coup d’état
was launched in Thailand and the
government was overthrown. On July
1, 2014, the new government, led by
General Prayut Chan-o-cha, resolved
to appoint Maj Gen Chalongrat
Nakartit the Director-General of the
Government Lottery Office. The title
came with a lot of pressure as the
economy at the time was sinking in
Lline with the plummeting oil prices.
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In 2015-2016

That year, lottery tickets were
overpriced, and the government tried
to limit the price at 80 baht per pair.
So the Government Lottery Office
solved the problem by implementing
an advance buying/reserving of
lottery tickets to ensure the lottery
tickets were better distributed to
retailers and to control the prices at
80 baht a pair. The price control has
been strictly implemented up until
today.
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People, predictions, and purchase of lottery tickets

It’s not easy to guess the winning numbers.

From these stats, you can see how people,
predictions, and purchase of lottery tickets are linked
in the lottery universe.

» We used to say lotteries are for the poor, and
stocks are for the rich. Well, not anymore. Over 4.4
million of those who make more than 20,000 baht a
month buy lottery tickets.

« There’s only 0.0001% chance of winning the
first prize.

« “Ai Khai” is a divine being which is the most
well-known when it comes to lottery numbers, followed
by Kham Chanod Temple in Udon Thani. The most
popular numbers are the age of the deceased and car
registration numbers.
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« While the chance of winning is slim, more and
more tickets are printed each year. Currently, the
maximum is 100 million tickets per round.

« There are as many as 150,000 lottery retailers,
but only 24,000 of them purchase the tickets directly
from the GLO. The quota is five booklets per person
(each booklet contains 500 tickets).

« The GLO must sell at least 33% of its tickets,
or 33 million tickets in each round, in order to break
even. Therefore, it tries to find big buyers who would
promise to purchase that chunk for reselling to small
vendors. These big buyers include charities such as
the National Council on Social Welfare of Thailand and
the War Veterans Organization of Thailand.
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Where do lottery tickets go?

About two thirds of the Llottery tickets are
distributed to small vendors who are registered and
verified, with their own stalls. These vendors will place
an order in advance how many lottery tickets they
want in the upcoming round. This helps the GLO plan
how many to print, so they don’t end up wasting too
much money on unsold lottery tickets.

Another third of the tickets (which, if sold out,
would mean the GLO will not suffer a loss in that
round) are distributed to charities, who would then
distribute them to their members who have special
conditions and want to be small vendors, like the
National Council on Social Welfare of Thailand and the
War Veterans Organization of Thailand.

If everything follows this plan, things will run
smoothly and consumers can purchase lottery tickets
at 80 baht. There will not be special numbers which
may tempt some consumers to buy too many lottery
tickets.

But that’s not the way it is, and there are issues
that need to be solved.
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. Lottery buyers: The first prize is only six million
baht. That’s not exactly going to change your life.

. Small vendors: They get not enough tickets and
it’s not worth walking around selling them.

. XXX: Certain people know that there are those
who want to become instant millionaires, so they
put together Llottery tickets with special numbers
and sell them at a marked up price. While they
are overpriced, many are willing to pay.

As the structure does not meet the needs of
consumers and some small vendors, yi pua or resellers
have emerged. They collect lottery tickets and put
them together in sets with the same numbers, which
means if a customer happens to pick the right number,
the prize they get is multiplied. These lottery sets are
more expensive than normal lottery tickets, and also
result in single lottery tickets being overpriced.
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Lottery ticket vendors

Get rich today! Lucky numbers! Big prizes can be yours! Do you still
want lottery ticket fenders always say as they walk around, door to door,
delivering opportunities to get rich to the hopeful without them Lleaving
the comfort of their home. Lottery ticket vendors have only emerged
30 years ago. Yean Phangma, a man in Phon Ngam Village in Wang Saphung
district of Loei province started selling lottery tickets on foot in Bangkok,
and that’s how lottery tickets became an on-the-go service. Lottery ticket
vendors would hang around at crowded places such as BTS or MRT
stations, shopping malls, or even residential areas.

Today, becoming a lottery ticket vendor is easier as there are dealers
who are willing to invest. These dealers would provide lottery tickets,
inter-provincial transport, and even accommodation. You can literally get
into this profession with nothing at all. But of course, there’s nothing free
in this world. The lives of lottery ticket vendors depend largely on the GLO
and the market conditions in each round. They are the last leg, the ones
putting the Llottery tickets into the hands of winners-to-be.
They have 8-10 days to sell per round, two rounds a month. €Each  *
has their own selling techniques - hinting lLucky numbers, sharing
popular numbers, holy amulets, and good luck charms. If they
cannot sell all the Llottery tickets, these tickets become nothing but \=
pieces of paper and they have to shoulder the Loss.
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Thailand is perhaps the only country in
the world which has a lottery ticket quota
for those with disabilities to make a living as
Lottery ticket vendors so they do not have to
wait for financial support.

Boonnan Phaiboon, 64

I wasn’t blind from birth - it happened when
I was 15. I had an eye infection which wouldn’t go
away, so I turned blind. I came to study in Bangkok
and learned how to read Braille. In 1976, when I was
19, I started selling lottery tickets. They used to cost
10-11 baht each at the time, and I sold enough to
keep going. This tray, I bought it from the Council and
put a leather case on it for 1,500 baht. For blind
people, the tray needs a neck strap and zippers to
make it more convenient. I sold them everywhere -
Talad Phlu, Phra Khanong, Bang Lamphu, and Thewet.
I always got into fights with bus drivers because they
always parked in the middle of the road.

When [ sold lottery tickets, I would greet potential
customers, and usually they would want to buy from
me because they wanted to help blind people. Initially,
[ would drill a hole into the tickets and put them
together on a thread. Later, I put them on a tray to
make it easier for my customers to choose. I made
Braille letters on the tickets so I knew what numbers
they were.

I once fell into a hole in a construction site behind
the Thai Customs Office, and I made a complaint to the
BMA. They told me they’d already put up a warning
sign, but I told them there’s no way a blind people
could see it. We got into an argument.
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I've had my lottery tickets stolen many times -

sometimes they would even beat me up and steal money
from me. It happened to me in Bang Lamphu, and one
time at Talad Phlu someone punched me and took both
my lottery tickets and money. This has happened to
my friends as well. One of them was tricked by a taxi
driver who Left him in Rangsit and took all the money
from selling lottery tickets, which was around 40,000
baht.

In 1998-1999, I tried to finish a degree in law,
because [ wanted to be the second blind law graduate
in the country. But it was too much - I didn’t have
enough money, so [ quitted.

[ stopped selling lottery tickets 5-6 years ago
after they allowed anyone to sell them freely. I didn’t
have enough money - I would’ve had to take out loans
to invest. I didn’t want to be in debt, so I gave up. I
get 30,000 baht a year, and for emergency cases I
could sometimes ask for extra. That’s how it has to
be - I do not want to risk anything now. [ play music
for donation, and I have the Ministry’s card. I am not
a beggar. [ make enough to take care of myself.
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Believe it or not

Thai people’s passion for the lottery comes with their passion for
superstition. For us, we believe in everything - Hindu gods, ghosts, Chinese
divinities, naga, strange animals, as well as interpretations of dreams,
car registration numbers, age of the deceased, three-legged cows, candle
wax, or even trees.

Why do we Llink superstition to the lottery, which is supposed to be
something statistical, or mathematical ? We rely on Ya Nak, Ai Khai, or
Kham Chanod. Perhaps these supernatural beings boost our hope and

have always been an integral part of our society for both personal things

and bigger things like the country’s destiny.
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Takhian, what’s your number?

Why do Thai people like to seek lucky numbers
from takhian trees? We believe that there’s a spirit
guarding each takhian tree, and she might get offended
if we bother her. We can win her over by offering her
beauty products and clothes.

We seek Lucky numbers from takhian guardians
perhaps because we feel familiar with them and believe
that they will protect us, our homes and our boats.
Why can’t they protect our wealth, right?

But why are takhian guardians female?
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Thai people have always believed that dreams can accurately tell us
about the future, whether about general incidents or impending accidents.
Therefore, lottery hopefuls rely on dreams to give them lucky numbers.

If you know the system and can decode dreams, wealth is within your
reach. But this is not for everyone - to reach that level, you need a Lot of

merit and luck.

Numbers from dreams

“Lottery regulars would remember their dreams and try to translate them into numbers.”
If they dream of a baby, it’s number 3. Sometimes they dream of numbers or a certain
amount of things, and they would buy those numbers. To translate dreams into numbers,
they would rely on books or past experiences - what they’ve dreamed of and what the
winning numbers in that round were. Those are useful lessons in translating dreams into

numbers.
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The chance of winning is slim:

But if you don’t buy any, the chance is zero.
At least you’ve taken action by trying your luck, and
that’s better than nothing. We gotta have hope.

If you’d spent the money wasted on
lottery tickets on other things, you
would’ve been rich by now:

Buying lottery tickets is not about hoping to
become a billionaire overnight like those lucky winners
we see in the news. Those people win 20-30 million
baht!

It’s an unproﬁtable investment:
It’s a form of entertainment, and the excitement

alone is already worth it. Don’t think about profitability!
Come to think of it, the lottery is equality - the rich
and the poor all buy lottery tickets and compete fairly.

Morning madness, noon thrill,
afternoon ennui

Hoping to win the lottery is not easy,
but it’s even harder to explain why people
still keep trying.

It’s borderline sinful, so a lot of lottery
regulars find it a little awkward to explain
their obsession.

You keep losing

What a waste of money!:
Well, I don’t buy that many.
It makes you superstitious: Hey, we gotta have faith.
Divine beings have helped our country many times.
If you keep making merit, even if it doesn’t pay off
in this Life, it will in your next life. Besides, the GLO
spends the revenue from selling lottery tickets on
helping the underprivileged!

We can come to a conclusion that the only thing
harder than winning lottery prizes is arguing with
lottery fanatics. Whatever reason you give them,
they can always find an excuse based on their beliefs
- religion, merit making, or fairness. Well, if there’s
anything we’ve learned from them, it’s never to give
up, and we gotta have hope.
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To lock, or not to lock
“The GLO confirms that our lottery draw procedure

strictly conformed to the global standard, and all steps
are transparent and verifiable. There is absolutely no one
who can know the winning numbers before the draw date.”

That is what the GLO has always emphasized, but a
lot of Thai people still believe that there are locked
numbers. Well, some do, and some don’t - it depends on
each person’s mindset, belief and understanding.

The notion that winning numbers are pre-selected
has existed for a long time, particularly in 1986 when the
number drawing tool was broken, and in 2001 when an
influential figure in Nonthaburi used an advanced method
and a team of 100-200 accomplices to make sure the
numbers he wanted were drawn. Many underground Lottery
hosts Llost a Lot of money in that incident. While these have
happened a long time ago, some people are still adamant
that certain people can lock the winning numbers. The GLO
has upgraded their tools and methods to meet international
standards. The GLO’s slogan pledges transparency and
no number Llocking, but whether one can really lock winning
numbers is something yet to be proven. But at the end of
the day, one thing is certainly locked, and that’s Tha
people’s hopes pinned on these lottery tickets.
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Today’s my lucky day!

The 1% and 16" of each month, for many, are
when the world stops turning. They would forget all
about their work and their family, because they have
to watch their television or look at their phone to
find out the winning numbers. Once they are
announced, they are overwhelmed by a mix of
emotions - elation, defeat, or (temporary)
hopelessness. Then, they remind themselves that
there’s always next time.

The lottery clock interestingly defines many
people’s lives.

Lottery pause

In King Rama IlI’'s era, Huay Kor Khor prizes were
announced twice a day in the morning and evening. That’s
when everything stood still, until the prizes were announced.

It’s been 200 years since then, and lottery prize
announcements still never fail to make Thais drop everything
and wait in excitement. Restaurants become quiet and there
are few customers - even the chefs probably are also paying
attention to the announcement. If restaurants are required
to have days off, lottery days are perfect. From
company employees to government officers,

everyone is excited about the lottery prize
announcements. Some cheer with glee
as they win a prize, while some curse,
either inwardly or out loud, when
they almost win. But these
emotions are short-lived - they
will start over again in the next
round.
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Luck + merit

In each round, a million lottery tickets are printed.
There are 14,168 prizes to be won, so the chance of
winning is only 1.4168%. Of course, everyone knows the
chance is very small, but why do some people seem to
always win prizes, even when they buy just a few tickets?
Some win prizes in every round, while some buy many
tickets but never win anything.

Luck, merit and sin are always the explanation. Make
merit, and make sure you expect nothing out of it. If you
don’t win Llottery prizes in this life, you’ll win in the next
life, if you’re born a human.

-
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If you’re rich, you’re rich

Winning lottery prizes is rare, and when you do, you have some
explaining to do so those who are hopeful can follow your path.

It could be all the merits you’ve made in this life or previous life.

It could be because you’ve shown enough gratitude that your deceased
relative wants to reward you by appearing in your dream.

It could be your luck, which is a result of the merits you’ve made
in your past life.

It could be your and your vendor’s destiny - those who win lottery
prizes always give some money to the lottery vendor.

But then again, the chance is very slim. It’s a coincidence, but that
means it can still happen. It is one in a million, and beyond our control.

Once you win a lottery prize, go make merit. That’s one advice from
previous winners.
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Lottery tickets may be tiny, but the hope they
bring is huge. To many, it makes no sense to pin one’s
hope on becoming rich from buying the lottery, but if
you look at things from their perspective and
understand their thinking, you will better understand
Thai culture.

Lottery tickets are basically paper with numbers,
and it’s impossible to know in advance which one will
bring prizes. However, they present the tie between
people and supernatural powers, particularly when it
comes to seeking lucky numbers.

Lottery tickets are printed singly, but are later

put together into sets. This is like the invisible support
system that we have in our society. This system makes
things go a certain way to benefit certain people, and
while these are shortcuts, the people who weave this
network make sure it’s they who benefit from it.

The Llottery will keep evolving, and further
captivate us to explore its effects on people.
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National Discovery Museum Institute 4 Sanam Chai Road, Phra Nakhon, Bangkok 10200

tel: 66(0)226 2777 fax: 66(0)226 2775

www.museumsiam.org | facebook.com/museumsiamfan
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